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Bugan language 


Bugan, Bogan, Pakan, or Bugeng ( Attic, A “Fie, or AiSic) is 
an Austroasiatic language.® The existence of the Bugan language 
was not known by the rest of world until recently. There are about 
3000 speakers, mostly in some villages in southern Guangnan (APS) 
and northern Xichou (HU), Yunnan Province, China. Bugan is an 
analytic language, and word order and auxiliary words have 
important functions in the grammar 
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Distribution 


Li Jinfang (1996) 

According to Li Jinfang (1996), the Bugan-speaking population is distributed in seven villages across 
southern Guangnan (APS) and northern Xichou (fPl|), Yunnan Province, China. As the language is highly 
uniform, it is not divided into any dialects. 

■ Laowalong E (Bugan-only population); Bugan language: pa llurjJ 

■ Xinwalong ffitSA (Bugan-only population); Bugan language: paltsurjJ 

■ Jiuping A 1 ? (Bugan and Han Chinese population); Bugan language: paltsiarjyl 

■ Shibeipo (Bugan-only population); Bugan language: pa leeJ 

■ Xinzhai I/tII (Bugan and Han Chinese population); Bugan language: li JlapJ 

■ Malong Rilz (Bugan-only population); Bugan language: pdlyu\l 

■ Nala 1PA (Bugan and Han Chinese population) 

Li Yunbing (2005) 

According to a more recent survey by Li Yunbing (2005), the Bugan people, comprising a total of 500+ 
households and 2,700+ individuals, live in the following locations. 


















■ Laowalong Nasa Township Bugan language: pd\llor] 1 

■ Xinwalong Bugan language: pa\lteog 1 

■ Xiaoping 'Jvt I l I li ; Bugan language: pa^lteag 1 

■ Nala SPSbB ugan language: pa Vp h ja 1 

■ Jiuping f[M , Zhuanjiao Township (Chongtian Township Bugan language: 

pa \lteap Y 

■ Shibeipo Bugan language: palee^l 

■ Manlong S^E;[ 10 ] Bugan language: pu\lyu\l 

Li Yunbing also uses the term Bugeng (lb)S) in place of Bugan (Ifett)- 

People 


The Bugan people's autonym is pd Ikan -/, while the surrounding Han Chinese call them Huazu (Chinese: -f-b 
literally "flower people") or Hualo (Chinese: ftflI) due to their colorful clothing (Li 1996). Other 
autonyms are pulqerjl (in Manlong, Xichou County) and pdlqeijl (in Nala and Xinwalong in Guangnan 
County). They are an unrecognized ethnic minority, and are currently classified as Yi. The Bugan are 
endogamous, and thus do not usually marry people from other ethnic groups (Li 2006). 

The Bugan people also hold their own New Year's Day celebration in April of the Chinese lunar calendar, 
which is separate from that of the Han Chinese New Year. 

Common Bugan surnames include Li Wang i, Guo IP, Luo Yan PS Lu Pu H, and Yi. 

Phonology 


Bugan is a tonal SVO language. Unlike the Bolyu language, Bugan distinguishes between tense and lax 
voice qualities. In current linguistic publications on Bugan, tense voice is indicated by underlining vowels. 
Bugan has a total of 49 onsets (including various consonant clusters) and 67 possible rimes (Li 2005). 


Notes 

1. Bugan (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/bbh/) at Ethnologue (18th ed., 2015) 

2. Hammarstrom, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Bugan" (http ://g lotto I 
og.org/resource/languoid/id/bugal247). Glottolog 3.0. Jena, Germany: Max Planck Institute for 
the Science of Human History. 

3. Raymond G. Gordon Jr., ed. 2005. Ethnologue: Languages of the World. 15th edition. Dallas: 
Summer Institute of Linguistics. 

4. http://www.ethnic-languages.org.cn/buganyu.htm 

5. http://www.ynszxc.gov.cn/villagePage/vlndex.aspx?departmentid=194035 

6. http://www.ynszxc.gov.cn/villagePage/vlndex.aspx?departmentid=194034 

7. http://www.ynszxc.gov.cn/villagePage/vlndex.aspx?departmentid=194033 

8. http://www.ynszxc.gov.cn/villagePage/vlndex.aspx?departmentid=213268 

9. http://www.ynszxc.gov.cn/villagePage/vlndex.aspx?departmentid=213271 

10. http://www.ynszxc.gov.cn/villagePage/vlndex.aspx?departmentid=211520 
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